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FIRED

The University of Montana fired
Athletic Director Jim O’Day and Griz
football head coach Robin Pflugrad
Thursday. UM President Royce Engstrom announced the decision in a
four-sentence statement.
“The University of Montana has determined not to renew the contracts of
Athletics Director Jim O’Day and head
football coach Robin Pflugrad,” the
campuswide email said. “The University will announce an interim athletics
director and interim head coach by the
end of the week. Further details about
the search for permanent replacements
will be released as the process develops. We thank Jim and Robin for their
dedicated service to the University, and
we wish them the best.”
UM Vice President Jim Foley told
the Kaimin and KPAX on Thursday
afternoon that UM will not be holding
a press conference or issuing any additional statements about the event. When
asked why, he said, “The statement will
speak for itself.” Foley declined to appear on camera with KPAX at that time.

YOUR
COMMENTS
Wayne Tinkle t o Jim O’Day:

Thank you for the opportunity
to become the head coach at
UM! The support/freedom you
gave my staff and I to run our program has
brought us to the top of the Big Sky in many
ways…I’ve learned a ton from your leadership. We’ll forever be grateful my friend!!
Our best to you and your family.
Tinks

Derek Selvig:
What a joke
Jim O’Day

Courtesy of GoGriz.com

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Robin Pflugrad

When asked why O’Day and Pflugrad were fired, UM Legal Counsel
David Aronofsky said that administrators “don’t need to comment.” While
some information on public employees,
like contract length, job title and job
description are part of public record,
Aronofsky said the Montana Supreme
Court has decided that other parts, in-

cluding reasons for termination, can
be kept private. Aronofsky said O’Day
was on a one-year contract. Pflugrad
had signed a multi-year contract and he
still had one year left on it, Aronofsky
said. He would not comment on how
the University would handle the last
year of Pflugrad’s contract.
See FIRED, page 4

Griz Nation befuddled, sad
Dustin Askim
Daniel Mediate
Montana Kaimin

Grizzlies head football coach Robin
Pflugrad walked out of a team meeting
for the final time Thursday afternoon.
“I was fired today,” Pflugrad said as
he passed through the Adams Center
lobby before he walked up the stairs
leading to his office.
That was it. He was gone.
Griz Nation was shocked.
Athletic Director Jim O’Day was
fired along with Pflugrad early that
morning.
Volume CX1V Issue 90
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The sudden announcement left
their coworkers, players and fans confused. Many responded with support
and fond memories.
Former Griz QB Cole Bergquist
showed his support on Facebook.
“During my five years as a Griz I
couldn’t have asked for a more passionate, hard-working and generous
athletic director than Jim O’Day,” he
wrote. “Sometimes when you are in
a leadership role and shit hits the fan,
you have to take the fall for your guys.
I know he is going to find a way to
bounce back. My thoughts and prayers

are with him and his family!!”
Redshirt freshman defensive tackle
Christian Licciardi said he found out
about the firings on Twitter, and that
no formal message had been sent out
to football team members prior to the
last meeting with their coach at 2:30
p.m.
Whispered conservations and the
shuffle of tennis shoes drifted quietly through the Adam Center’s halls
as players and coaches arrived in
waves, dressed in a variety of ties,
See DISMISSED, page 4
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Colt Anderson:

Sad day at the University of
Montana … Not happy about
what took place this morning.

Jake Simonich:
Why doesn’t the University give a
press conference or at least a better
statement?? I feel that since I am
paying thousands of dollars a year to be here
I have a right to know reasons and details as
well as further action that will be taken.

Nick D:
I wish Foley would add a sentence
explaining why he isn’t leaving.

Alan Ya:
I have been hearing the most
devastating comments lately
… Students are ashamed to be
a UM student, home of the grizzlies. I’ll
speak for myself and say that I am embarrassed when I see people who live across
the country post articles about sexual
misconduct of the University of Montana
football team. As a soon-to-be-graduate, I
want to be proud of the college I attended
... And due to the recent events — I have
lost a lot of faith in what I once believed to
be one of the finest schools in the country.

@KaiminNews
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COLUMN

EDITORIAL CARTOON

OPEN LETTERS
Dear unfounded
sentimentaility

By Nick Gast

Dear unfounded sentimentality,
You don’t make any sense. Instead of taking pictures on a
beautiful spring day with my new(ish) digital camera, you persuade me to dust off my dad’s 30-year-old film camera. You realize I only get 24 exposures before I have to pay to even see if
anything turned out, right? I’m usually lucky if I get four frames
that aren’t marred by my awful, spindly fingers.
You’re the same voice that tells me buying vinyl is a practical
investment. You convince me to buy vintage clothes. “Yes,” you
tell me, “The Doctor is right. Bow ties are, indeed, cool.”
Trying to grow a mustache will harken back to the golden
age of masculinity, you insist, not make me look like I’m about
to crawl into a windowless van.
It’s your fault that at this very moment, as I type, I’m barreling through Minot, N.D., at the speed of smell on America’s
greatest achievement, the railroad, on my way to Chicago.
“What’s not to love about riding the rails?” you whispered in
my ear. “It’s one of the most romanticized forms of travel.” You
had me convinced. I was just trying to decide if my train experience would be more “Darjeeling Limited,” “Wild Wild West” or
“Harry Potter.” I envisioned myself cozied up to the train bar,
sipping on a whiskey coke and watching the midwestern landscape whizz past the window. Maybe I’d even rough up some
ne’er-do-wells on the roof as a low-clearance tunnel rapidly approached.
My reality is slightly less glamorous. The first thing I noticed
upon entering my train car was a familiar, unmistakable smell:
ass. That’s because the first thing you pass when you enter a
coach passenger car is the bathrooms. There’s some nice foreshadowing for you. Because of the proximity of the toilets, each
car has a unique fart-like aroma. Mine smells distinctly of cabbage, but I’ve also encountered tapioca, butternut squash and
day-old garbage.
The view? Fewer mountains and Great Plains and more barren grassland and dirty man camps. That train bar? More of
a 60-square-foot convenience store partially stocked with $6.50
cans of Bud Light. And I’m no cowboy, but I imagine hanging
onto a bucking bull for eight seconds is pretty similar to balancing in a moving Amtrak bathroom for 120.
What I’m getting at here, sentimentality, is that you need to
be a little more practical. Stop convincing me that old, shitty
things are great just because they are old and shitty.
Sincerely,

N

...
.
Ah ment
om
oc

By Thayne Palmer

We deserve answers.
We are fee-paying students.
We are ticket-buying fans. We
are worrying Missoulians. We
are despairing alumni.
President Royce Engstrom
should be telling Griz Nation
— and the watching U.S. nation — why he abruptly fired
football coach Robin Pflugrad and athletic director Jim
O’Day at 7:45 a.m. Thursday.
Without answers, we only
have questions and speculations.
Was it tied to allegations
against athletes of sexual assault or other misconduct? Or
has something new happened
we don’t know yet?
Why “change leadership” in

nick.gast@umontana.edu

EDITORIAL

Tell us why
the middle of spring practice?
Why were some athletic donors told about the decision
hours before O’Day or Pflugrad knew themselves?
Why say their contracts
won’t be renewed when you
are actually firing them, telling them their duties end immediately?
Our personal efforts to solve
a puzzle without all the pieces
don’t do justice to Pflugrad,
O’Day or the University’s image. If anything, the silence is
damning.

At minimum, Engstrom
should muzzle Vice President
Jim Foley’s string of “no comments” long enough to tell
us why UM can’t answer our
questions or when, if ever, we
can expect them.
Yes, Montana’s constitution
and privacy laws provide some
of the strictest protections in
the nation for employees and
employers. But, Engstrom, you
haven’t even said that’s why
you’re mute. You just are.
Without answers, we can’t
move on.

•CORRECTION: In Thursday’s issue, the Kaimin wrongly stated in a photo caption of a downed tree on campus that
forestry students helped to clean up the area. It was facility services employees who cleaned up the downed tree.
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Former Griz cornerback charged with assault
Spencer Veysey
Montana Kaimin

Houston Roots

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/ Montana Kaimin

University of Montana Grizzly cornerback Houston Roots
was charged with assaulting
a woman, and he pleaded not
guilty on Thursday.
Missoula police arrested
Roots on Wednesday evening
for choking a woman on Monday, according to court documents. An hour and half after he
was booked in Missoula County
Jail, Roots posted a $500 bail and
was released.
He appeared in municipal
court Thursday to plead not
guilty to a charge of partner
family member assault, a misdemeanor.
Court documents state that
Roots and the woman, with
whom he had a “non-dating but
romantically initimate” relation-

ship, were arguing as she sat in
a friend’s vehicle. Roots then
grabbed her neck and choked
her for a few seconds court documents stated. The woman told
police she had been scared and
had told her friend to drive away
so she could get away from him.
The woman later told the
Missoulian that doesn’t think
it will happen again, and asked
the Missoula County Attorney’s
Office to drop the case. But Missoula’s chief prosecuting attorney Andrew Scott, told the Missoulian that if they can proceed
with the case without the help of
the victim, they will do so. Scott
said he told the woman that, and
they would review the case.
Roots’ next court appearance
is scheduled for May 16.
spencer.veysey@umontana.edu
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FIRED
From page 1

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
University of Montana Executive Vice President Jim Foley answer questions regarding the decision to fire both Jim O’Day and Robin Pflugrad outside
of his office Thursday morning

A Grizzly Scholarship Association donor said he was notified
Wednesday night there would be
“big news” about O’Day and Pflugrad on Thursday. The next morning, he received an email from the
GSA confirming that the two athletic officials had been fired.
ASUM President Jen Gursky
said she wants to trust that the decision made was the best for the
institution, but that “16,000 of us
are members of that institution.
It’s hard for me not to think that it
doesn’t surround the issues that we
as a campus have been struggling
with this semester.”
Gursky was referring to a series
of student-related sexual assaults
that have been surfacing since December. The University has faced
criticism over its handling of the
cases, some of which allegedly involved football players.
Gursky said Foley told her
Thursday afternoon that the two
men’s firings were a “personnel issue” and that it was an “aggregate”
of several events, but that he did not
elaborate on it further to her. She
said Foley told her that an interim
athletic director and coach would
be put in place before spring break,
which begins Saturday.
She’s been assured administrators will meet with her within 24
hours, she said shortly after 4 p.m.
Thursday.
“We will hammer out some response that is appropriate beyond,
‘It’s a personnel issue,’” she said. “I
would hope that the administration crafts a response that allows
students knowledge of what is going on.”
ASUM Vice President Jeff Edmunds said there was no discussion of the firings at a University
Athletics Committee meeting that
he attended Wednesday afternoon.
“I believe that the student body
does deserve an explanation for the

DISMISSED
From page 1
sweats and workout shorts. When
the meeting adjourned, those
same groups went up to their former coach’s office to say their final
personal goodbyes. Some walked
through the Hall of Champions
on their way out of the building,
others out the front door.
Most current players declined
to comment, as did several former
gridders.

ONLINE

ONLY:

decision and actions taken today,”
he said, adding that he doesn’t
know enough about the situation
to make a judgment on when the
University should release more information to the public.
Faculty Athletics Representative Jim Lopach, one of the three
members of the new Athletic Conduct Team that decides punishments in student-athlete conduct
code violations, said he could not
comment. He said all communication would have to “go through
Foley,” although he did say he first
heard about the firings Thursday
morning. O’Day had been another
member of the athletic conduct
panel. The assistant for Jean Gee,
UM’s senior associate athletic director and the third member of that
panel, said that Gee was in meetings Thursday, and they had been
told not to comment on the matter.
She said to contact Foley for comment.
With the exception of the original announcement Foley did not
respond to multiple phone calls
and visits to his office by the Kaimin for additional comment over
the course of the day on Thursday.
His assistant said he was in meetings. Engstrom did not return multiple requests for comment.
In an interview with KPAX,
Pflugrad said he and O’Day had a
meeting with Engstrom at 7:45 a.m.
on Thursday, in which they were
told they were fired. He said the recent sexual assault allegations surrounding the football team were
not mentioned in the “12-minute”
meeting, and he simply was told
the UM Athletic Department was
in need of a “change of leadership.”
O’Day posted on his Facebook
page thanking people for their support “during this unexpected decision by the UM administration.”
When asked for comment by the
Kaimin, Pflugrad simply said, “I
got fired.”
Montana University System officials, who govern all public higher

education in Montana, voiced support for Engstrom after learning
that he fired O’Day and Pflugrad.
“These are the kinds of decisions that a president is charged
with making,” said Clay Christian,
Montana’s commissioner of higher
education, who met with Engstrom
Thursday morning. “The Board of
Regents and the commissioner’s
office stand behind his ability to
make those decisions, and we look
forward to moving forward from
here.”
He said the University is limited in the information it can release about personnel matters and
would not comment on why the
two were fired.
Regent Pat Williams, who
joined the board in February, said
he learned of the firings Thursday
morning and has heard secondhand that the president does not
appreciate the attitude of athletic
department officials.
“Unfortunately, that’s an attitude of imperialism that is too
common in the big athletic departments like ours throughout the
country,” he said, adding that he
supports Engstrom’s decision to
fire O’Day and Pflugrad.
Williams said he personally
believes the decision was a result
of the Athletic Department’s response to allegations of sexual assault and “violent fights” among
teammates.
“Neither Mr. O’Day nor Coach
Pflugrad have demonstrated publicly that they are taking these
violent transgressions, which
have gone on for years, seriously
enough,” he said.
Mayor John Engen said, like
other Missoula residents, he
doesn’t know why the two were
fired, but that he considers Engstrom a “thoughtful, dedicated
steward of the University,” and that
he believed Engstrom was making
decisions that were in the best interests of the campus.

Sports Information Director
Dave Guffey said he’s glad that
University Relations, not the Athletic Department, will be handling
all press releases and questions
about the firings.
“I don’t want to deal with it. It’s
too close to home,” Guffey said
outside the Adams Center Thursday afternoon.
As part of the aftermath of the
firings, Grizzly fans voiced opinions across the Internet. A “We

Support Jim O’Day” group was
formed on Facebook and many
flocked to the popular fan forum
egriz.com. “Literally sick to my
stomach right now,” one fan posted following the news. Another
anonymous person said, “‘The
day the music died.’ We are now
in the national limelight for all the
wrong reasons. It will take a long
time to right this ship. So sad!”

editor@montanakaimin.com

editor@montanakaimin.com

See a video featuring UM students reacting to the announcement that Pflugrad and
O’Day were fired.
www.montanakaimin.com/multimedia
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RETIRED SURGEON,
REVIVED THESPIAN
Photos and story by
Tim Goessman

ONLINE

ONLY:

TOP:

Peter Philips reaches for a cup before he serves it to Arcadea Jenkins during a dress rehearsal of “The Cherry Orchard” on Feb. 26
at the Masquer Theatre.

CENTER:

Philips puts on stage make-up before the final performance of “The
Cherry Orchard.”

BOTTOM:

Philips readjusts the laces on his shoes backstage at the Masquer
Theatre.

For a glimpse into the life of a
74-year-old student, watch the video story at

www.montanakaimin.com/multimedia

1937-1951

Philips plays a part of Beethoven’s “Moonlight Sonata” on March 18 in his apartment in the Lower Rattlesnake.

As the United States was fighting through the

Great Depression, Peter Philips was picking out
his first notes on his family’s upright piano.
He lived with his parents in Westchester, N.Y., where once a week,
he took piano lessons from Mrs. Miller in the apartment above where
he lived. Philips’ father, Milton, loved classical music and always had
records playing in the house. Milton and some colleagues had a box at
the old Metropolitan Opera in New York City, and Philips remembers
going to Broadway for performances such as “South Pacific,” “Camelot”
and “West Side Story.”
“That was just a tremendous influence on me,” Philips said. “That
was really where I wanted to go in my life. I just loved theater.”
In 1950, his love and talent for the piano took him to the Julliard
School, one of the most prestigious and competitive performing arts
conservatories in the country. But Philips found it wasn’t the fit for him.
“I just rebelled,” he said. “I just couldn’t handle the discipline, and I
just didn’t want to go on with it.”

Philips poses for a photographer while playing Randle McMurphy in “One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest” with the Port Polson Players in 1989.

1951-1970
“It’s a tough business, and it takes a lot of luck.
It takes being at the right place at the right time,

and it really takes knowing somebody that can
open a door for you.” Paul Newman, legendary actor
Philips’ father was a physician, and his family
wanted him to follow in those footsteps. In the fall of
1955, Philips started the pre-med program at Kenyon
College in Gambier, Ohio.
But the work became uncomfortable, and Philips
soon heard the stage calling him back.
“Right away it became apparent that I wasn’t a
happy camper at all,” Philips said.
So he dropped the pre-med program in his sophomore year and started a science major. This enabled
him to take all the classes he needed to get into medical school while also performing with the drama club.
During his senior year of college, Philips starred as
the old man in Eugene Ionesco’s “The Chairs.” Philips won an acting award sponsored by Paul Newman
for the role, which earned him an offer to audition
for one of the biggest names in theater, Lee Strasberg.
Strasberg taught a method acting technique to Marilyn Monroe, James Dean, Dustin Hoffman, Robert De
Niro and Al Pacino.
Philips was at a crossroads in his life, unsure of
whether he should continue with his medical education or take a chance on making acting his career. A
meeting in the summer of 1959 with Paul Newman
would set the course of Philips’ professional career.
Philips and his sister Ellen went to see “Sweet
Bird of Youth” on Broadway in New York City. After the show, Philips and his sister decided to try to
go backstage to meet the star, Paul Newman. They
walked around to the back alley of Martin Beck Theatre. Women waiting for Newman to leave lined the
exit while a huge bouncer guarded the door. Philips
asked the bouncer if he could speak with Newman.
“OK if you’re on the level, Mr. Newman will see
you, but if you’re pulling my leg, I’ll break you in
half,” the bouncer said.
Philips opened the door.
“There’s Newman standing there in this robin-egg
blue bathrobe and these blue eyes, and my sister just
faints dead away. Down she goes.”
After Newman helped Philips bring his sister back
to health, they talked for half an hour.
“Well, I don’t want to discourage you, but it’s a
tough business, and it takes a lot of luck. It takes being
at the right place at the right time, and it really takes
knowing somebody that can open a door for you,”
Newman told Philips.
The following fall, Philips started classes at New
York Medical College. After graduating in the spring
of 1963, Philips went on to be a surgical intern and
resident at Bellevue Hospital in New York City until
1968. Until 1970, Philips trained in cardiac and thoracic surgery at Montefiore Medical Center in New
York City.

TOP:

Philips slips into the vest of his character Firs’ costume March 10 in the dressing room in the basement of the PAR/TV
Building.

BOTTOM:

Philips lies down as his character Firs dies at the end of “The Cherry Orchard” during a rehearsal on Feb. 23 in the Masquer
Theatre.

1970-2010

Philips takes the helm of his sailboat during a late ’80s trip in the San Juan Islands.

In the summer of 1970, Philips
was out on his own and became
a surgical fellow in Houston. In
1971, he moved to Los Angeles and
worked at the City of Hope Medical Center.
While at the City of Hope, Philips helped research and perform
cardiac surgical techniques that
enabled the heart to withstand
extended periods of time under
operation. The cardiac bypass
operation removes blockages in
the blood vessels in the heart and
restores them by bypassing the
blocked arteries with another artery. The procedure was in its infancy, and Philips was on the forefront of that work.
From 1973 to 1977, Philips ran
a private practice in the Pasadena
area. In 1976 an old acquaintance
called Philips and asked about the
possibility of helping to start a cardiac surgery program in Missoula.

Philips walks on the UM campus Tuesday afternoon.

Philips moved to Missoula in 1977
and spent the next five years helping get the open heart surgery
program at Missoula’s St. Patrick
Hospital off the ground.
“We didn’t have any interns or
residents to take care of our patients after we operated on them.
So it was hours and hours and
hours of hospital time and hospital work,” Philips said. “You know
I never had a chance sometimes to
see my kids grow up. That’s the
kind of effort and time we had to
put in to get these programs going.”
Philips also maintained an active relationship with the Missoula community. He served on
the Missoula elementary school
board, was president of the Missoula Civic Symphony and helped
found the String Orchestra of the
Rockies.
After five years in Missoula,

Philips moved to Polson, where he
held a private practice until 1990.
In that year, he joined the Polson
branch of the Western Montana
Clinic, where he specialized in
noninvasive cardiology with
mostly older patients until he retired in June 2001.
Philips spent the first nine
years of his retirement in Seattle,
passing the time by putting the
finishing touches on a historical
fiction novel about the Civil War
titled “Brave Hearts To Dare.” In
2005, he sailed to and from Alaska
on his trawler, which he named
Woodwind. In that same year,
Philips had a back operation, and
in 2007 he had discs removed from
his neck.
Philips left Seattle and moved
back to Missoula in the fall of 2010.
“I figured, ‘What the hell?’” he
said. “Let’s just come back out to
Missoula and see what happens.”

“I figured, ‘What the hell?’ Let’s
just come back to Missoula and

see what happens.”

2010-present
“I’m just an older

student. Just
soaking up what

I’ve been wanting to
do for years

and years

and years.”
Almost immediately upon moving back to Missoula, he was
cast as the General in the Missoula Children’s Theatre production of “White Christmas.”
“It’s just amazing how things have fallen into place for me,”
Philips said.
At the age of 73, Philips became a Montana resident, making
him eligible for free tuition at the University of Montana. State
residents over the age of 64 receive free tuition if they attend any
state university. In the spring semester of 2011, Philips enrolled
at UM. He has since become a huge part of the School of Theatre
and Dance. This fall, Philips was a directing assistant for “Elephant Man,” played the role of Martin Vanderhof in “You Can’t
Take It With You” and played Firs in “The Cherry Orchard.”
Philips is currently assistant director to Montana Repertory Theatre’s production “End Days.”
Back and leg injuries make standing upright for extended
periods of time uncomfortable for Philips. They make getting
around campus and navigating stage sets a more difficult process than usual. Philips will turn 75 in October, and with no degree plan, he intends to stay at UM as long as his health holds up.
“I’m just an older student,” he said. “Just soaking up what I’ve
been wanting to do for years and years and years.”
timothy.goessman@umontana.edu

ABOVE:
The shelves in Philips’ office are lined
with books, trinkets and photographs
he has acquired throughout his life.

BELOW:
Philips speaks with fellow actor Daniel Haley during a break in rehearsal
on Feb. 23 in the Masquer Theatre.

ABOVE:
Reggie Herbert hands a glass to Philips during rehearsal for “The
Cherry Orchard” on Feb. 23 in the Masquer Theatre.

RIGHT:
Emma Pickering and Philips have a conversation in the green room
of the Masquer Theatre before rehearsal on Feb. 23 while members
of the cast hang out.
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Brooks Johnson
Montana Kaimin
The end is nigh. With just
more than a month to go, we finally get a break; that luminous,
free-for-all cliche that too many
crappy movies make you think
you can be a part of.
It’s spring break, a time of travel, recklessness and rest. Many of
us get to go home, to South America, or out to either coast.
But if you don’t get to skip
town for a week, here’s a quick
guide to planning your staycation.

It’s going to be busy wherever
you go, so suck it up and join the
masses. Find some live music
and DJs at the usual joints —
Top Hat, Palace, Union — or get
out early and claim a table elsewhere. Play shuffleboard at the
Rhino or the Elbow Room, and
pool at Flippers or Al’s and Vic’s.
Just know you won’t be alone out
there. We all need to celebrate.

SATURDAY
Sleep in and stay up late at the
American Legion Hall. Electronic collaborators Dark Dreams
take over the venue from 9 p.m.
until well after 4 a.m. with eight
DJs, including Yentalbeats of
Burning Man fame.
The American Legion sits adjacent to the railroad tracks on
Ronan Street, two blocks south
of Sixth Street.

SUNDAY
Take a hike. Your first of
many hangovers will surely
thank you.
Pick up a copy of “Day Hikes
Around Missoula,” available at
our local bookshops, and find
some hiking to your liking. Get
off the M and try the L, or walk
the whole Waterworks system
from Greenough Park to East
Missoula.

MONDAY
Folk-rockers Murder By
Death return to Missoula on
Monday night at the Badlander.
With songs like “As Long as
There is Whiskey in the World,”
an incredible cello player and

years of indie experience behind
them, it’s a show worth starting
your week with.

TUESDAY
Take it easy, already. It’s only
Tuesday. Go build your dream
bike or get help with a tune-up at
Free Cycles. They host an open
shop from 2 p.m. until 6 p.m.
and a BikeWell class afterwards.
They’ve got the parts and tools,
and you’ve finally got the time.
Get riding!

WEDNESDAY
Assuming there will be a
smaller audience this week, why
not stretch your vocal cords at
the Badlander’s Kraptastic Karaoke? No need to fret about boos
or laughs (although, is there
ever?). You’ve got an open bar at
your feet. It’s free, but you might
need some liquid courage.

THURSDAY
Folf. I mean, Disc. Get up on
Blue Mountain if you haven’t
yet and celebrate the best (and
cheapest) sport on the planet.
Whether you bring 15 discs or 15
beers, it’s a good time.

FRIDAY
With a weeklong student exodus comes a rare opportunity: a
not-too-crowded soak at Jerry
Johnson hot springs. About 90
minutes out of town on Highway
12 and a mile up a beautiful trail,

the three natural sulfur pools
alongside a roaring creek will
surely soothe your over-partied
bones. Just watch for bats at night.
They like to stay warm, too.

SATURDAY
Pray for sunshine and try to
hit up every park in town. Take
an easy walk from Caras to Kiwanis and just head under the
interstate up Madison Street to
get to Greenough. Loop around
to the Northside and finish off
at the Memorial Rose Gardens at
the corner of Brooks Street and
Mount Avenue.
Or stay inside and play Skyrim all day. Your choice.

SUNDAY
Hope you found some time
for homework, because you’re
going to blow it off tonight
whether or not you find yourself
at the Wilma. Post-rock giants
Explosions in the Sky tear up the
theater with their strictly-instrumental magic. Fresh off of a new
album and just months before
headlining Sasquatch, they’re
going to be explosive.
Don’t be sad you’re stranded.
There’s plenty to do in town
while your friends text you from
beaches. Wander around. Start a
new meme (#frosting is OVER).
Or just find solace in your favorite places. You’ve earned it.
brooks.johnson@umontana.edu

CAMPUS

Songs from
the deaf
Dameon Matule
Montana Kaimin
Music is a universal language, and Expressions of
Silence will prove it in their
performance Friday meant
to remind people that music
speaks to all of us — not just
those who can hear the notes or
read the lines.
The group from the Montana
School for the Deaf and Blind,
directed by Jennifer Wasson,
travels around the country,
performing everywhere from
the nation’s capital for the National Anthem Project to Utah
with the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir.
“It’s usually pretty heartfelt,” Wasson said. “The audience gets teary-eyed or tries to
sign along with the kids.”
During a performance, the
children face the audience and
the directors stand in the back
of the room. Since they can’t
hear when a song begins, Wasson and her partner Dessica
McKeehan guide the students
through each line.
This year’s theme, “We Are
One,” centers on anti-bullying.
Wasson said that showing
See SONGS, page 12
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others what they can do at
performances fills the children with pride.
Part of the day’s mission is
to explain to future educators
what they can do when teaching music to visually and
hearing-impaired students.
Before performances begin,
Expressions of Silence is going to give a presentation to
the Music Department about
songs and choreography for
disabled students.
“American Sign Language
isn’t based on English — it’s a
language of its own,” Wasson
said. “But music can speak to
the kids, we just have to show
them how.”
Through a process called
“glossing,” educators translate the English words into
American Sign Language.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.

LOST & FOUND
Found: Black and red like-new mountain
bike on Maurice and Fifth Street. Call
Brady to identify 406-529-6450.
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes away from
Missoula. $45-65/night. Rock Creek
Cabins 251-6611.			
FOR SALE
Scales, Scales, Scales; low prices! The
Joint Effort. Holiday Village Shopping
Center. 1918 Brooks Street.		
HOT NEW Discs from discraft! The Joint
Effort. 1918 Brooks, Holiday Village
Shopping Center.
New Hookahs; shipment of sheesha JUST
ARRIVED, lots of new flavors, two sizes
of charcoal. The Joint Effort 1918 Brooks
Street. Holiday Village Street. Holiday
Village Shopping Center		

montanakaimin

Office Staff

Montana Kaimin
Friday, March 30, 2012

PARTING SHOT

The student chapter of the
National Association for Music Educators hosts the event.
Group president Ryan Hennessy said it’s a great opportunity to be inspired.
“It’s extremely moving,
those kids are insightful,”
Hennessy said. “It’s amazing
to see how people with vision
impairment show how music
is so universal.”
Students come to the Montana School for the Deaf and
Blind from all over Montana.
The children range from preschool age to post-high school,
and many live on campus.
Expressions of Silence will
perform at 1 p.m. Friday in
the Music Recital Hall in the
Music Building on the UM
campus.
dameon.matule@umontana.edu

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Peter Philips stands in a doorway as he takes a phone call outside the Masquer Theatre before a Feb. 26 dress
rehearsal.
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R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED
Seasonal summer employment available.
Waterfront opportunities at the Lodge
at Whitefish Lake, Whitefish Montana.
Cashiers and dockhands needed. Pay TBD.
Submit applications online at
www.lodgeatwhitefishlake.com		
Downtown Facilities Staff Needed:
Downtown Business Improvement
District/Missoula Downtown Association
hiring for event setup & other Downtown
projects. PT Apr-Oct. $8.50/hr.
543-4238/www.missouladowntown.com
for more info. Submit cover letter, resume
and 3 references to 218 E. Main St, C;
Msla MT 59802 or via email to
mda@missouladowntown.com by
April 6th.

Visitor Center Student Assistant: The
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, a
hunter based non-profit wildlife habitat
conservation organization seeks an
outgoing student for part time work, 15-25
hours per week, including mandatory
weekends. $8.00 per hour. Excellent
customer service, communication, and
computer skills required. Must have a
passion for conservation. Email cover
letter and resume to jobs@rmef.org.
Closes April 11th.
Parks and Recreation Seasonal Jobs:
Aquatics, Recreation. Apply at
www.ci.missoula.mt.us/jobs or stop
by Currents in McCormick Park.
Lifeguarding courses begin April 9 and
May 7, www.missoulaparks.org.		

HOTEL
Parent’s Visiting? Call Hawthorn Suites!
Missoula’s FINEST Hotel! 406-541-3600
-:- Ask for our Griz Discount -:-		
PERSONALS
Need a dip? Wish you didn’t? Curry can
help. CHC 112			
I SUPPORT TOBACCO FREE UM “Not
all of us choose to smoke. Its unfair to be
exposed to something we choose not to be
a part of.” - anonymous UM student
SERVICES
A+ Writing & editing help. $3.50/page;
15minute free consultation.
Wendy: 396-4544			
Reliable pc/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2011. Student discounts! 136 E.
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
*Visit www.GRIZ.tel for a great job search
tip*				

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage, Griz
Discount: Option 1) Full month free with
3 months up front. Option 2) 5% Griz
Discount off regular price with Free sign
up fee! Student discount for truck rental.
(406) 721-7277
MISCELLANEOUS
Play Women’s Rugby! Practice Mon &
Wed 5-7 @ Dornblaser field (South and
Higgins) No experience necessary.
www.bettersiderugby.biz
German Group meeting 4-3-12 7 PM
MPLibrary Sml Mtg Rm Film “Run Lola
Run” and discussion.			
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